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PM Modi’s expected visit to Ukraine: Data protectlon Is a bigger part of our lives

Rhetoric and reallty

The ruinous Ukraine
conflict would soon touch the
900-day mark, with no end in
sight. It bears repeating that
this nation of 38 million people
has fallen victim to the

ambition, rivalry and
machinations of big powers.
Ukraine’s only fault was to
take Western assurances at
face value and turn its back
on Russia. It has paid and
continues to pay a very heavy
price for its strategic naivety.

Ukraine has lost a
minimum of 31,000 military
personnel and more than
11,000 civilians (exact figures
are unknown and likely to be
much higher). A far larger
number lie wounded, many
grievously. An estimated 6.5
million people have fled the
country, and 3.7 million people
have been internally
displaced. Reportedly, 14.6
million people will need
humanitarian assistance this
year. Ukraine’s infrastructure
is in a shambles, the power
grid has been crippled, and
close to 20 per cent of its
territory is now under Russian
control. More than half of
Ukraine’s 36-gigawatt power
generation capacity has been
wrecked, causing huge
shortages and blackouts.
Despite importing 2GW of
power from the EU, setting up
mini-power plants, and using
generators, the dire situation
is likely to become grimmer
during the upcoming severe
winter season. It would take
hundreds of billions of dollars
and at least a generation to
rebuild. It is doubtful that the
requisite resources for doing
so would be made available
by Ukraine’s affluent friends,
even though they have eagerly
supplied huge quantities of
military hardware and
munitions to fight the Russian
army. It is sad and ironic that
countries, rich and poor,
readily find resources to wage
war but not to further peace
or devel$2 trillion. Imagine
what a transformation such a
quantum of funds would have
brought about, had they been
deployed for combating
hunger, disease, and climate
change! Since the beginning
of the conflict in February
2022, the US alone has
provided approximately $53.7
billion in military assistance
and hardware to Ukraine,
including tanks, artillery,
rockets, helicopters, UAVSs, air
defence batteries, and
armoured personnel carriers.
An estimated $93 billion in aid
(military and civil) has been

committed by the European
Union.

Yet Ukraine is asking for
more and pressing for
advanced weaponry to take
the fight deeper into Russian
territory. NATO has since
agreed to equip Ukraine with
sixty F-16 fighter jets. The
induction process has begun.
Not satisfied, President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy has been
urging NATO to remove all
restrictions on the calibre and
usage of Western weapons
against Russia.

NATO is divided over the
issue, with some sections
fearing, and rightly so, that
such a move could lead to a
marked escalation in conflict.
The consequences of poking
Russia, which possesses the
largest number of nuclear
weapons, in the eye could be
extremely dangerous. The
West also knows that in the
event of a flare-up, it would
essentially fall on them to pick
up the pieces.

Ukraine has every right to
defend itself and has done so
admirably despite the heavy
odds. But it has also shown an
adventurous streak in carrying
out stealth and provocative
operations against Russia
without taking NATO into
confidence. According to the
New York Times, such
operations that have
‘frustrated’ and ‘unnerved'
American officials include a
strike on a Russian air base
on the western coast of
Crimea, a truck bombing that
destroyed part of the Kerch
Strait Bridge, which links
Russia to Crimea, and drone
strikes deep inside Russia.

It may sound fanciful, yet
a real possibility existed of
ending the conflict within 100
days. According to insider
accounts, Russia and Ukraine
were simultaneously waging
war and talking peace,
facilitated by Belarus and
Turkey. Several drafts of a
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tréaty were exchanged in
March and April 2022 that
envisaged a peace deal
premised on a neutral Ukraine
that would forsake NATO
membership but could
prospectively become a
member of the EU.

Inturn, the five permanent
members of the UN Security
Council plus Germany, Italy,
Poland, Israel, and Turkey
were to provide multilateral
security guarantees to
Ukraine. Zelenskyy and Putin
were slated to meet face-to-
face to sort out differences
and conclude the treaty.
However, it was allegedly
scuttled primarily by the UK
and the US, who were
determined to make an
example of Putin.

Notwithstanding a
sustained Western
disinformation campaign
about President Vladimir
Putin’s declining health and
fading support, he is going
strong. The Russian economy
remains robust. Its war
machinery is chugging along.
Itis the Western attention and
commitment that is faltering!
After some 30 months of
hostilities, the Ukrainian
morale is getting affected,
and the incidence of draft-
dodging is growing.

Meanwhile, an estimated
450,000 Russian and over
200,000 Ukrainian troops are
engaged in a bitter fight with
missiles flying in all directions,
wreaking havoc on life and
property. Itis in such a fraught
atmosphere that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi could
be visiting Ukraine in late
August. It gives rise to several
questions.

First and foremost is that
of security. Even under normal
conditions, news of an
overseas visit by the Indian
prime minister gets known

Editor : Mayur Bhatt

only a few days in advance.
Given the serious security
challenges, one wonders how
it has become public almost a
month before the event.
Typically, complete
confidentiality is maintained in
such situations, and the visit
is announced a few hours
ahead or even after its
conclusion. Secondly, why is
the visit being contemplated at
such a juncture? India’s ties
with Ukraine are cordial but
not necessarily substantive. An
Indian prime minister has not
visited Ukraine for decades.
India has traditionally looked
at the country through the
prism of her ties with Russia.
Ukraine since independence
has had a Westward
orientation. Ukrainian supplies
of military hardware to
Pakistan, exceeding a billion
dollars, rankled with India.
Pakistan, notwithstanding
official denials, has since
reciprocated by supplying
155mm artillery shells worth
$364 million to Ukraine in
2022-23. Since the outbreak
of the conflict, Narendra Modi
and Volodymyr Zelenskyy have
met twice on the margins of
G7 summits and have also had
several telephone
conversations. India has sent
at least 15 consignments of
humanitarian assistance to
Ukraine. Kyiv was quite helpful
in facilitating the safe
evacuation of Indian students.
Ukraine has sought Indian
intervention to end the conflict.
It has similarly reached out to
several other nations,
including China. At the same
time, Kyiv has been quite
critical of India’s stand on the
conflict. The Ukrainian foreign
minister had remarked that
“every barrel of the Russian
oil India receives contains a
substantial share of Ukrainian
blood”.

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit
Free-lance Journalist, Writer &
Cartoonist
(dixitpatrakar@yahoo.in)

Privacy is one of the most
urgent issues associated with
information technology and
digital media. People should
protect their privacy, control
their digital footprint and
escalate the protection of
privacy and data as priority.
It serves as a timely reminder
for organisations about the
importance of correctly
handling and safeguarding
individuals' personal data. It
is led by the National Cyber
Security Alliance, a non-profit,
public private partnership
focused on cyber security
education for all online
citizens.

Internet banking frauds
and ways to avoid them is
undoubtedly a topic that has
been done to death. And yet,
people across country

continue to lose money in
such frauds with an alarming
frequency. Today computer
and internet has become very
common and necessary for
our daily life. Back in 1990,
less than 1 lakh people were
able access Internet
worldwide. Now around 2.5
million people are hooked up
to surf the net around the
globe

The internet brings joy to
our lives but at the same time
it has some negative sides
too. The cyber criminals are
always in a search to find out
the new ways to attack the
possible internet victims. New
generation is growing up with
computers and most
important is that all the
monetary transactions are
moving on to the internet. So,
it has become very important
for us to be aware of the
various Cyber Frauds being
committed with the help of
computers. The Cyber Frauds
today are on rise and the
latest & perhaps the most
complicated problem in the
cyber world. According to a
survey, for every 500 Cyber
Frauds, only 50 get reported
to the police, and just one out
of this 50 is registered as an
FIR.

Personal data is now

considered as the "black gold"
of tomorrow, in particular
because it enables companies
to better address the market
needs. There are many
individuals who are generally
unfamiliar about the risks
related to the protection of
their personal data and of
their rights in this respect. It
is well known fact that most
of the citizens all over the
world are unaware about
their rights in relation to data
protection while some people
are breaching data protection
laws unknowingly on a daily
basis.

According to an Internet
and Mobile Association of
India report, India has around
400 million Internet users.
Data protection is a bigger
part of our lives. But, often we
ignore its importance. We
come across data protection
issues at work, when
browsing the internet, when
dealing  with public
authorities, when we shop,
when we book tickets online
and in many other
circumstances. Whether data
is stored on premise or with
an external private or public
cloud provider, organisations
should assess and reassure
both employees and
customers that data is

collected, processed,
accessed, shared, stored,
transferred and secured in
accordance with all laws and
regulations, and that data is
only being used in pre-agreed,
legitimate and lawful ways.
There's no doubt that Data
Protection Day serves as a
timely reminder for
organisations about the
importance of correctly
handling and safeguarding
individuals' personal data.
Maintaining of data bases
is not as much difficult task as
maintaining its integrity, so in
this era the most concerned
debate is going on to innovate
a perfect method of data
protection. Raising awareness
of, and compliance with, data
protection and privacy across
the organisation must not be
seen as an exercise that can
be satisfied once a year. It
requires ongoing committed
activity from everyone within
the organisation, from the top
down/bottom up. Itis the very
big headache for the business
houses, financial institutions
and the governmental bodies
so as to give adequate
protection to their huge

databases. (B-15 Jyoti-
Kalash Society, Jodhpur
Tekra, Satellite,

Ahmedabad - 380 015)

Rajkot ST section to charge 1/4 times fare
50 extra buses to Ahmedabad, Surat, Bhavnagar, Bhuj, Godhra, Dahod on Janmashtami, new Somnath route launched

Rajkot, In Rajkot, people
are seeing great enthusiasm
for the Janmashtami festivities.
A Janmashtami Lok Mela is
going to be held in the race
course grounds from 24th to
28th August. Apart from this,
other fairs are also to be held
in Saurashtra. In which the
people of Saurashtra including
Rajkot will take more
advantage of traveling to ST.
Because, at this time the fares
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of private buses will be
doubled. So, extra buses will
be run in Rajkot, Morbi and
Surendranagar depots by
Rajkot ST Division. So that
passengers including working
class will be able to travel
cheaply and safely on ST.New
route of Somnath started
Rajkot ST Divisional Director J.
B. Karotra said that extra buses
are being operated from Ghela
Somnath to Rajkot, Rajkot to
Somnath and Veraval since the
beginning of Shravan month.
Jasdan to Ambaji Bus has been
started by Rajkot ST Division.
Buses from Jasdan to Dwarka,
Wankaner to Dwarka, Morbi to

Ahmedabad and Halwad to
Santarampur and from
Ahmedabad to Mandvi in
??Kutch have also been
started. New routes have been
launched keeping in mind the
needs of the passengers.
Along with this, he said that
more than 50 extra buses will
be started in the future keeping
in view the Janmashtami
festivals. In which additional
buses will be started on the
seventh and eighth festivals in
view of the rush of passengers
from Rajkot to Ahmedabad,
Somnath, Dwarka, Bhuj and
Bhavnagar. Apart from this, if
any demand of the passengers

reaches us, the bus route
going there will be started.
People from UP, Bihar are
working in construction site,
food and beverage in Rajkot
city. Besides, Bengali artisans
work in Soni Bazar while
laborers from Godhra-Dahod
live here and earn their living.
Also people from Amreli work
as diamond cutters in Surat. All
these people ride cheap ST
buses to their hometowns.
Then extra buses are run by
the ST department so that
these people do not have to
face the crowd in the ST buses.
However, passengers are
charged half the fare.
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